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The last decades have seen rapid progress in molecular biology. In particular the complete sequencing
of genomes produces a wealth of biological data. The molecular processes involved in the reproduc-
tion, expression, and rearrangement of genetic material are of breathtaking complexity, and their
control and feedback mechanisms are being unraveled at an accelerating pace. Physics contributes
significantly to this development, both through novel experimental techniques and by applying meth-
ods of statistical physics to analyze data and model evolutionary processes. The symposium brings
together leading experts in the field, who will explore the patterns of biological evolution from the
level of individual proteins to microbial populations in the laboratory.
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