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Precision measurements of optical transitions of the heaviest elements
are a versatile tool to probe the electronic shell structure which is
strongly influenced by electron-electron correlations, relativity and
QED effects. Optical studies of transfermium elements with Z>100
is hampered by low production rates and the fact that any atomic
information is initially available only from theoretical predictions.
Using the sensitive RAdiation Detected Resonance Ionization Spec-
troscopy (RADRIS) technique coupled to the SHIP separator at GSI,
a strong optical 1Sy —1P; ground-state transition in the element no-
belium (Z=102) was identified and characterized [1]. The isotopes of
252,253,254No were measured [2]. Production of 2°°No via the electron
capture of 25°Lr, at very low rate, made the measurements of hyper-
fine structure of 2°°No possible. From these measurements, nuclear
information on the shapes and sizes were inferred. In addition, several
high-lying Rydberg levels were observed, which enabled the extraction
of the first ionization potential with high precision [3].

These results as well as the prospects for future exploration of the
atomic structure of the next heavier element, lawrencium (Z=103) will
be discussed.

[1] M. Laatiaoui et al., Nature 538, 495 (2016).

[2] S. Raeder et al., PRL 120, 232503 (2018).

[3] P. Chhetri et al., PRL 120, 263003 (2018).
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TIAN RAEDER3, JORG RUNKE?3, PETRA THORLE-PoOspiEcH?4, FELIX
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In numerous applications resonance ionization mass spectroscopy has
demonstrated its versatility as a highly efficient and selective method
for the ultra-trace determination of actinides. The RISIKO facility
involves a 30 kV magnetic sector field mass separator in combination
with a laser ion source and a high repetition rate pulsed Ti:sapphire
laser system. Optical spectroscopy on a number of curium isotopes was
performed using sample sizes of typically 10° atoms. The individual
tunable lasers involve automated grating-tuning and Intra-Cavity Sec-
ond Harmonic Generation. Efficient two-step ionization schemes for
Cm were identified and scans across Rydberg series were performed
using two different first excitation steps. With a Cm sample contain-
ing the isotopes 243 to 248 isotope shifts were measured for the first
time of all these isotopes and the ionization potential was deduced
with significantly enhanced precision using the Rydberg Ritz formula.
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Dysprosium features one of the largest magnetic moment in the peri-
odic table. The non-negligible dipole-dipole interaction has therefore a
strong influence on the properties of an ultracold atomic cloud and can
even yield to new phases of matter [1]. To further increase the dipolar
interaction between individual atoms in a lattice the lattice spacing
has to be reduced, e.g. by means of a lattice in the UV region.

In order to find a magic wavelength we perform precise measure-
ments on a UV transition at 359 nm with an expected linewidth of
52 kHz in an atomic beam of dysprosium. We use a electron shelving
technique to amplify the spectroscopic signal on the weak transition.
This enables us to map out the isotope shifts for the most abundant
isotopes. In the case of fermionic Dysprosium we determine the hy-
perfine structure splitting and calculate the values for the hyperfine
coefficients. In addition to this we give an upper bound to the lifetime
of the excited state.

[1] M. Guo et al., Nature 574, 386-289 (2019)
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Optical spectroscopy constitutes the historical path to accumulate ba-
sic knowledge on the atom and its structure. Former work based on
fluorescence and resonance ionization spectroscopy enabled identify-
ing optical spectral lines up to element 102, nobelium [Nature (2016)
538:495|. The new challenges faced in this research field are the re-
fractory nature of the heavier elements and the decreasing production
yields. In this contribution, a new concept of ion mobility-assisted
laser spectroscopy will be presented, which will enable to overcome
the sensitivity limits of atomic structure investigations persisting in
the region of the superheavy elements. The concept offers capabil-
ities of both broadband level searches and high-resolution hyperfine
spectroscopy of synthetic elements beyond nobelium.

This work is supported by the European Union’s Horizon 2020 re-
search and innovation programme (grant agreement No. 819957) &
the Russian Foundation for Basic Research (project No. 19-03-00144).
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We report a complete evaluation of the two-photon exchange correc-
tions to the hyperfine structure (hfs) in Li-like ions for a wide range of
nuclear charge Z within the framework of rigorous QED approach [1].
In comparison to the previous theoretical calculations, we substantially
improved the accuracy of the interelectronic-interaction corrections to
the ground-state hfs in Li-like ions by applying the extended Furry
picture framework.Furthermore, we perform comprehensive relativistic
calculations of the interelectronic- interaction and QED contributions
to the ground-state hfs for selected B-like ions in the range Z = 49-83
[2]. As the result, we tabulated the most accurate theoretical hfs values
in B-like ions. It is worth noting that the uncertainty of final values al-
most equally originates from the Bohr-Weisskopf correction and from
the higher-order interelectronic-interaction contribution. The Bohr-
Weisskopf uncertainty, however, can be canceled in specific differences
of the hfs values. While the second uncertainty strongly motivates the
rigorous evaluation of the two-photon exchange diagrams, which has
been performed so far only for lithiumlike ions.

[1] V. P. Koshelva, A. V. Volotka, D. A. Glazov, S. Fritzsche, to be
published. [2] D. A. Glazov, et al., Phys. Rev. A 99, 062503 (2019).
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Metallic magnetic calorimeters (MMCs) are energy dispersive particle
detectors which provide an excelent energy resolution over a large en-
ergy range combined with a very good linearity. MMCs are operated at
millikelvin temperatures and convert the energy of an incoming X-ray
photon into a temperature pulse which is measured by a paramagnetic
temperature sensor. The resulting change of sensor magnetization is
read out by a highly sensitive SQUID magnetometer. We developed
several two-dimensional detector arrays optimized for X-ray energies
up to 20, 30, 100 and 200keV respectivly. The micro-fabricated de-
tectors are operated in a mobile dilution refrigerator. We discuss the
performance of our detectors including a record breaking energy res-
olution of 9.8eV @ 60keV. With their performance MMCs have been
used in various applications, including the measurement of the 229Th
isomer energy and are an ideal tool for upcoming precision QED tests
at CRYRING@GSI/FAIR.
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Actinium (Z = 89) is the name giver and the first member of the series
of actinides. Based upon its ground state configuration 7s26d 2D3/2,
the element exhibits a highly complex atomic structure. Recently 86
energy levels in the energy range between 0 cm~! and 36 218 cm ™!
have been predicted by theory, from which so far only 28 level en-
ergies have been confirmed experimentally. In particular the lowest
lying missing odd levels 7s27p 2Pf/2 and 7s27p 2]33"/27 predicted at
7565 cm~—! and 12 345 cm~!, which are accessible by direct laser ex-
citation from the atomic ground state, are of high relevance to test
the theoretical description of the Ac spectrum. We utilize two-step
resonance ionization spectroscopy with high repetition rate pulsed Ti-
tanium: sapphire lasers operating on about 100 atoms in a hot cavity
ion source at the Mainz university atomic beam apparatus MABU. The
study of these optical transitions involves direct non-resonant ioniza-
tion into the continuum beyond 43 394.45 cm~!. For the first infrared
transition to excite the 2P1" 5 level, predicted at 1321.8 nm, difference
frequency generation is needed, while the ionization step employs 279
nm light generated by frequency tripling.



